FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

Nikki Fairhurst

Kate Vernon

We will be saying goodbye to our wonderful
Nikki Fairhurst at the end of the year who has
contributed so much to the Oakwood team
and the Oakwood children, her immense
passion for STEM has transferred to onto our
students who are very
passionate about STEM. We
wish her the best of luck in
her onward journey in 2022
and congratulate her on her
new role working on a PhD
at the university.

Kate has been our school psychologist for
two years and has been an integral part of
our Students Services team.
She has been ‘headhunted’
by a specialist team within
the education department
for six months after which
we hope she will be back!

2021 has been an eventful and exciting
year. It may have begun with a lockdown,
but once that was out of the way, we have
experienced a year that has seen our school
continue to thrive and grow. As we are
drawing to the close of Term 4 2021, I
would like to thank all of our Oakwood
students, staff and community, you have all
done amazingly to keep our precious
children at the heart of our school. We
wish you all a safe and happy holidays Sarah Rohan
ready for an Oakwood awesome year in
We would like to say bon
2022.
voyage to Sarah who will
There are lots of events that have be hopefully visiting her
happened over the last few weeks and we family in Melbourne. We
are very proud of our Oakwooders for thank her for all her hard
keeping up with the rigor and pace.
work and contribution to
our Oakwood Team.
Our three new building arrived last week
and they will be ready and in position for
Jacinta Porter
the start of 2022. The shade sail for the ECE
Jacinta is leaving to have her
playground has also been installed recently
third child! We wish her
and we are delighted with the sun
well and thank her for the
protection it provides. This was installed
excellent job she has done
following feedback from the 2020 parent
with Room 20 this year.
survey and we are pleased with the end
result!
Staffing changes

Sarah Child

The end of the school year means that Sarah has been working in
some staff will be leaving us, we will miss Pre Primary on Thursday
and she is having her
these people dearly.
second child in the new
Gayle Berg
year. We thank her for her
Gayle and her family are moving to hard work this year!

Nikki McDonnell
We also would like to say a
huge thank you to Nikki
McDonnell, for her support
and work with our most
vulnerable students and
supporting them, so well in
school.
Joanne Hanson
Jo has been Acting Deputy Principal at
Comet Bay PS and will continue in this role
for Semester 1 of 2022,
we wish her well on
her leadership journey.
She is still a permanent
staff member at Oakwood
Primary.
Kristy Rankin
Kristy has been a foundation staff member
since 2018 and is a key player in our Early
Childhood team. Kristy is
going on maternity leave
and will be having her
first child in the new year.
We wish her well with as a
first time mother!

Vicky Kershaw
Esperance to be closer to family. Gayle has
Margaret Marriott
been with us since 2019 and was a
Vicky has been with us since 2018 and
foundation staff member. Margaret has been our chaplain for the last joined as a Foundation Staff member. Vicky
Her kindness, care and
two years. She has been a
is also going on maternity
brilliance in Early Childhood
compassionate, understanding
leave to have her first child
will be sadly missed. We
and knowledgeable chaplain.
and is due in the new year.
wish her and the family
It is no surprise that Coastal
We wish her well as she
well, they will definitely
Lakes College want her to be
awaits the arrival of her
enjoy those beaches!
full time with them from the
first bundle of joy!
start of next year!
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WA Education Awards
We are very proud of Louise Legerstee, a
finalist in the WA Education Awards for
beginner teacher of the year. We are so
happy you are an Oakwooder! The event
was a wonderful celebration of excellence
in public schools.

Principal’s Lunch

Year 4 Camp

On Tuesday 30 November, we had special
little Oakwood guests in the staff room
where the leadership team served them a
special lunch, and then took them for an
extra awesome play. We would like to
congratulate these children for bringing
Oakwood awesomeness to life and living
the Oakwood Way! Thank you to our special
guest, Renae Kaciuba and Cameron Hall
who spoke to the children about how
awesome they are.

We are so, so proud of our fabulous Year 4
Oakwood students who represented
Oakwood amazingly at Point Walter camp.
They lived by our PBS and FISH! Philosophy
standards, and enjoyed real quality bonding
time with their peers. This was a great way
for them to experience independent life
experiences, upskilling their team building
and co-operation techniques. I want to
acknowledge the staff who supported the
children and you the families who entrusted
your precious cargo into our care.

P&C Christmas dress up fundraiser
SO PROUD! Thank you to Kerry
Butterworth and the P&C team that
organised and kindly gave up their time to
support such worthy causes especially over
the holiday period where families might be
struggling more than usual. It was a very
emotional assembly with the two charities,
‘Foster Share Shed’ and ‘The Hands Up
Team’, thanking our community for their
fabulous contributions, it is fair to say they
were overwhelmed with gratitude. This
could not have been a success without our
fabulous community being so generous
and donating much needed food, toiletries
and childrens’ toys to these causes.
Hopefully it makes you all feel warm and
proud of who you are and the Oakwood
family that we all are!

End of Year Concert and Book Awards
Kindy Graduation
We would like to thank all our Kindy parents
and families for attending our Kindy
Graduation and celebrating your wonderful
children who will start full time education in
2022. We are very much looking forward to
your children being with us full time. Thank
you to the Kindy staff for a wonderful
celebration of our Kindy Oakwooders.

Volunteers morning tea

The End of Year Concert was a wonderful
evening! Thank you for supporting it so
wholeheartedly. Well done to the children,
their performances were so entertaining!
A huge thank you to our staff for all the hard
work and preparation that went into the
performances! Thank you to the staff who
supported at the side of the stage to ensure
all ran smoothly! A special thank you to
Mary Hunt for co-Ordinating the running of
the event and to Bree Van Beek for coordinating the awards and sponsorship, you
were both amazing!
The P & C arranged a variety of food trucks
and a sausage sizzle to keep us all fed and
watered, thanks to them for arranging this.

This was a lovely event to share with our
special Oakwooders who volunteer their Thank you to our sponsors of awards, their
time and contribute to our school life in a generosity is appreciated! Well done to our
Reports
positive way. Every time you volunteer it student leaders who were MCs on the night!
We are delighted to say that all reports means our children and school benefit. We are so proud of the great job they did!
from PP to Year 6 should now be received Although not every volunteer could make it We even had a special visit from Elton John
by you through email. Kindy students will to our celebration of you, please know that and his dancers to make the evening
receive their reports from their teacher.
you mean a lot to us and make our school a special!
better place.
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Year 6 Graduation
On Monday 13 December we celebrated
our amazing Year 6 Oakwooders with a
beautiful Graduation ceremony and a fun
excursion to ice-skating. They have been
such fabulous role models to our younger
Oakwooders and although we know they
will take with them their strong Oakwood
values and be true to the person they are,
we will miss the positive contribution they
have had at Oakwood. We wish them the
best of Oakwood luck on their new
education adventure and want them to
know they are always welcome as
Oakwooders!

Spanish Award
Mackenzie Lawson

Phys Ed Award
Matilda Dawson

Visual Arts Award
Kelsie Strange

Performing Arts Award
Luis Proctor

Science Award
Cole Lundstrom

Science Award
Michael Radegonde

Endeavour Award
Huey Davis

Oakwood FISH Award
Chloe Abiodun

Coastal Lakes
College Award
Izaiah Brewis

Successful Learner
Award
Daniel Cunningham

Double Reds
Resiliency Award
Lincoln Henderson
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P&C NEWS
How quick has this year gone by, for this to
now be my final newsletter for 2021.
Summing up our last lot of events:
P&C Car Parking Bay Raffle

The Foster Share Sheds Op Shop received a
few boxes too, for which they were
incredibly grateful. Our volunteers, led by
Kerry Butterworth, where Michelle Barker,
Claire Gordon, Michaela Robertson-Stevens,
Kim Polglase, Mechelle Mcnamara, Sami
Hope, Chevvy Mahanga, Kirsty Shanahan
and Stacey Hansord, for making the
magnificent stocking that held most of the
Foster Share Shed gifts. Ladies you are
utterly amazing.

Congratulations to Hope Stone and her
family, for again being the lucky family to
win the use of our P&C Car Park Bay for
Term 1 in 2022. Thank you Hope for
continually buying tickets in our raffle,
which has obviously paid of for you, and End of Year Concert and Book Awards
will help you with all your school drop offs
and pick ups for the start of our school What another great night was held and put
together by our Leadership Team, all our
year, 2022.
teaching staff, and our students’
performances with their classroom items.
The opening act reminded me of an episode
Christmas Charity – Free Dress Day
I have watched many times from the TV
Our annual Christmas charity donation days show, “The Vicar of Dibley.’ In this episode,
truly showed the generosity of our they needed a ‘big name’ performer to
Oakwood community, in the way of the open their town fair, and they tried to get
number of gifts and non-perishable, toiletry one ‘Reginald Dwight’ to be that performer,
items etc., that were donated for our two however they were not successful, unlike
charities that Oakwood Primary School Oakwood Primary School, whom had the
supported this year. Anne Duncan from The pleasure in having ‘Sir’ Elton John as our
Foster Share Shed – Pay it Forward, along special guest for the evening, and along
with Kath Palmer from The Hands Up Team with his back up dancers, performed our
where present at our Junior Assembly on opening act. We were all in awe of Elton’s
the 3 December 2021 to accept the many performance.
boxes of donations for their respective
groups. They both shared the same story It is unfortunate that we don’t have any
when accepting their donations, that they control over the elements of the weather
came to our assembly ‘expecting to collect on our chosen night, however I am sure our
a few boxes of donations,’ however not students enjoyed performing their items,
knowing that when Oakwooders’ open and congratulations to those who received
their hearts to help those in need in our an award. It is a great achievement.For the
community, we do it with all our love and families who made the night a picnic dinner,
joy. They where both emotionally there were a lot of food vans to keep us all
overwhelmed, and so was I. I cannot thank fed. The P&C also held their sausage sizzle
our students and their families enough with stall, and I wish to thank the following
the number of gifts and donations brought people for assisting us all night. Firstly,
in for our Christmas Charity days. I would thank you to Singleton Primary School P&C
also like to acknowledge the ladies that ladies, who assisted us, as we did for them
spent all day, sorting and cleaning through for their sports day. It is nice to be able to
all the items, making sure that they were help each other when in need.
appropriate for the Charities.

Thank you also goes out to Jake
Tennyenhuis,
Monique
Tennyenhuis,
Nerida Bulich, Reg Warnes, Kellie Wright,
and Laura Johnson. Thank you all too for all
your support and assistance on the night. It
was greatly appreciated.

As we bring our fundraising and charity
events to a close for 2021, from the support
of our Oakwood students, families and
community, we have been able to present
to the school, the final Wishlist item from
2020, funds totaling $19,600.00, which will
go towards a shed to be built between
Rooms 22 and 23, which will house all the
play and toy equipment from our verandahs
and play areas, that at present are left out
in the weather during our holiday periods.
This is a great achievement.
In closing my reports for the 2021 year, I
would personally like to thank all the people
who have volunteered at any of our events,
whether they be members of our P&C, or
members of our community. Your time
given has been greatly appreciated. To our
Leadership Team and all the teaching staff
of Oakwood Primary, thank you for all your
support, and allowing us to hold the events
for our community. To the Front Office staff
who manage all the enquiries continuously
from our community during our events,
thank you. To the Office Bearers, Executive
Members, and general members of
Oakwood Primary School P&C for 2021,
thank you for a wonderful year.
A little quote for you all – “Enjoy the little
things in life, for one day you will look back
and realize they were the big things.”
Merry Christmas and safe holidays to
everyone in our Oakwood Community. Stay
safe and we look forward to everyone’s
return in 2022.
Robyn Warnes
P&C President for 2021
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