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FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL 
Well we have reached the end of the 2020 
school year! When we started the year, 
none of us could have known what was to 
follow, but after a few weeks of 
uncertainty and home schooling for many, 
we all adjusted to the new normal in WA. 
It turns out we live in the best place in the 
world, but in reality we already knew that! 
So while large parts of the world have 
been in lockdowns with huge restrictions, 
our school has managed to keep calm and 
carry on, with some modifications. 

We had to cancel some events between 
March and June, including NAPLAN, 
swimming lessons and our ANZAC service. 
However, once we began to move into 
phase 3 restrictions, we were able to 
welcome parents back on site, begin to 
hold split assemblies and start holding 
events with social distancing in place. We 
would like to thank you all for supporting 
our school so wonderfully this year and 
for doing your best to comply with the 
rules around COVID. Our P & C and School 
Board have done a wonderful job of 
supporting our community and over $30 
000 has been raised, which will go 
towards some great projects that should 
be completed early next year. A big fan in 
the Undercover Area is first on the 
agenda! 

Staff 

I would like to acknowledge the 
dedicated, hardworking and highly 
professional staff we have at Oakwood. 
Every last one of them work tirelessly as a 
team to ensure the best learning 
experiences and environment for our 
Oakwooders. It is a pleasure to lead them 
and oversee the amazing way they inspire 
and support the children! Thank you to 
them all and may they have a restful 
break over the next few weeks. 

I would like to acknowledge the Leadership 
Team who work behind the scenes (and in 
front of them too) to make our school a 
great place to be. To Michelle Nash, Bree 
Van Beek, Mary Hunt, Monique 
Tennyenhuis, Nerida Bulich and Ashli 
Tennyenhuis, I could not do it without you 
and you make me look good – thank you! 

We say goodbye to some staff at the end of 
this year: 

Samuel Wybrow – Sam has 
been a positive influence in 
his time with us this year and 
we wish him all the best as he 
moves on for 2021. 

Shari Graham – Shari joined 
us as an Education Assistant 
for Term 4 on a temporary 
basis. She has been 
appointed to John Tonkin 
College permanently from 
the start of 2021. 

Sharon Baxter — Sharon 

will be on leave for 2021 

as she takes a break to 

get her troublesome 

arm injury treated and 

healed. Sharon is a much 

loved teacher in Room 

25 and across our school 

and her experience and enthusiasm will be 

sorely missed next year. We wish you all the 

best for a full recovery Mrs Baxter. 

Cassandra Mair –  Cass 
joined us midway 
through the year and 
taught Room 26. She 
settled in well to our 
school and made a real 
impression. She has 
recently married and will 
probably return on relief 
in 2021 as Mrs Winters! 

Kim Bunton — Kim will be 
off next year due to the 
arrival of a special little 
bundle of joy, we wish her 
all the love and happiness 
for her family during this 
very exciting time! 

Stacey Hansord — Stacey 
is also off to pastures new 
for a year in 2021 as she 
takes up her position as a 
Consultant for the School 
of Special Educational 
Needs: Disability, where 
she will be supporting 
teachers to meet the needs of students 
with disabilities. We wish you well Stacey! 

Emily Marshall — who teaches in Kindy 
one day a week will be on Long Service 
Leave in 2021. Emily is a long time 
Oakwooder, who served on our steering 
committee before the school even opened 
and has been a staff member since 2018. 
She brings great expertise and knowledge 
in Early Childhood Education. We wish her 
lots of relaxation and some exciting travel 
(hopefully) in 2021. Enjoy your well-earned 
break Emily! 

In the last 24 hours, Mrs Michelle Nash, 
Deputy Principal, has been appointed 
Acting Principal of East Hamilton Hill 
Primary School for Term 1 next year. I 
would like to congratulate Michelle on this 
appointment and know she will be an 
amazing Principal. Michelle has been here 
from the very beginning and has played a 
massive part in shaping the strategic and 
operational direction of 
our school. It will be 
strange for her not to 
be here next term, but 
she is an outstanding 
leader and is ready for 
the next step – good 
luck Michelle! 
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Kindy Graduations 

Earlier this week we hosted our Kindy 
Graduations. These were really well 
attended and the kids sang their hearts out 
with ‘You’ve got a friend in me’. Each 
student received the Kindy Graduation 
certificate and the parents were taking 
photos galore. This was followed by some 
time with the classes for parents, which 
was much appreciated. We look forward to 
seeing all of them in Pre Primary in 2021. A 
big thank you to the leadership team, Miss 
Rankin, Mrs Porter, Mrs Hansord, Mrs 
Berg, Mrs Higgs, Mrs Dunstan, Mrs 
Marshall, Mrs Turner and Mrs Waller for 
educating our Kindys so well this year! 

 

PBS Milestone 

On Monday, we celebrated our final 
outdoor milestone for Positive Behaviour 
Support (PBS) with a free dress day. We 
are delighted that our students commit so 
positively to demonstrating our PBS 
behaviours of Be Caring, Show Respect, 
Act with Integrity and Do Your Personal 
Best. Thank you for supporting us with 
promoting the positive values and culture 
we have at Oakwood Primary School. 

 

Fun-a-rama 

A huge thank you to Fun-a-rama for buying 
all the staff a coffee from the canteen, 
your kindness is appreciated by us all and 
was very much enjoyed! 

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL 
Year 4 Camp 

Our Year 4 cohort very much enjoyed their 
camp at Point Walter from 7 – 9 
December. They showed great 
independence and resilience as they took 
responsibility for themselves, stayed away 
from home overnight and took part in 
some great activities. The highlight for 
many was a ride on the Flying Fox! Other 
highlights were the pool games, kite 
making and beach trip on the banks of the 
Swan River. The facilities and food were 
excellent and a good time was had by all! 
A big thank you to Miss Van Beek for 
organising the camp and to the staff team 
who attended:  

Michelle Nash, Mary Hunt, Kayla Cross, 
Amii Oddy, Ryan Young, Linda Starbuck, 
Ashli Tennyenhuis, Stacey Hansord and 
extra helper Ben Davis! The staff worked 
very hard and I’m pleased to say the 
behaviour and attitude of the kids was 
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FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL 
Year 6 Graduation 

Yesterday saw our second ever Year 6 
Graduation hosted by Bree Van Beek and 
Mary Hunt. All fifty-one of our students 
attended the ceremony along with their 
parents/carers and family members.        
It was a lovely occasion and the students 
performed I’m Coming Home at the end 
to ensure there wasn’t a dry eye in the 
house! We were joined by Mr Andrew 
Hastie MP, Mayor Rhys Williams, 
Councillor Ahmed Zilani, Kya Graves, 
Principal of Coastal Lakes College, Nathan 
Jolly, School Board Chair, Debbie Hone,    
P & C President and other special guests. 
Some special awards were handed out 
and the winners are shown aside. 

The Year 6s went to Planet Ice for skating 
and lunch and a great time was had by all. 
The ice skating and bus was paid for by 
our amazing P & C and we thank them for 
that. A huge thank you to Bree Van Beek 
for organising graduation in co-ordination 
with Linda Smith and Karl Schoeppner. 
We would also like to thank Mrs Paganini, 
Ms Mathews and our wonderful choir, 
who performed a song with lyrics written 
by Emmy Gardner, one of our graduates. 
You all performed beautifully and judging 
by the age of the choir, the musical future 
is bright at Oakwood! All in all a fitting 
send off for our amazing Year 6 cohort! 

Oakwood FISH! Award 

Tara Bailey 

Double Reds Resilience Award 

Seth Hund 

Visual Arts Award 

Jorja Tournay 

Performing Arts Award 

Emmy Gardner 

Spanish Award 

Shauna Meehan 

Physical Education Award 

Bryan Wilkes 

Successful Learner Award 

Rylee Walton 

Endeavour Award 

Izabella Pritchard 

Science Awards 

Monty Smith and Ruby Murphy 

Coastal Lakes College 

Sponsor Award 

Jai Canham 
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David Templeman MLA  

Bakers Delight Meadow Springs  

Coles Meadow Springs 

Australian Fundraising  

North Mandurah Junior Football club 

Aliyah Massage Therapy 

Arbonne for you—Natalie McLennan 
Meadow Springs 

Bras by Ange 

Buzzy Bluebird 

Coles 

Emma Reid Art 

Finance Corp 

Flip Out Trampoline Arena 

Gran and Pops: Home Made Jams 
Pickles and Marmalades 

Home Ground 

Karen Stalker 

Lesley King - Send Out Cards 

Little Messy Learners Mandurah & 
Rockingham 

Lisa Sorensen - Lorraine Lea            
Independent Stylist 

Listique Hair Studio 

Koa Beauty 

Margaret River To You 

Nic's Candles & Fragrances 

Sharryn Turnbull Style Dots Australia 
Boutique Partner 

Siia Collective 

Suda by design  

TERMIPEST 

Blakey family 

Harris family 

Holly Wendal 

Kristy Shanahan 

Knight family 

Meehan family 

Sandra Kelly 

Warnes family 

 
Sponsors and 

Shoutouts 

P&C 

Wow, not long ago it felt like we were 
only just writing the first newsletter of the 
year and now, here we are writing the 
end of year newsletter. 

Where do we start? We would like to do a 
bit of an overview of 2020. It began with 
our AGM at the start of the year. Shortly 
after our P&C almost came to a complete 
stand still due to COVID-19. It made it 
extremely hard to even hold a meeting. 
Eventually we decided to do our Cookie 
Dough Fundraiser. This completely blew 
everyone away that we managed to break 
the national record for the highest 
number of tubs sold by a community 
group. This record had not been broken 
for 10 years. This alone raised $7790.95. 
As a result, we received national publicity 
via the TODAY show and were 
interviewed on behalf of our school and 
the P&C. This was an incredible honour 
and proud moment for the committee 
and community of Oakwood Primary 
School.  

Other fundraisers included, Father's Day 
Stall, Hot Dog Day, Book Fair, Halloween 
Disco and free dress days, topping it off 
with an amazing Colour Explosion.  

Our Colour Explosion created a great 
excitement and the photos looked 
incredible. Hopefully everyone enjoyed 
this as much as we did! The fundraiser 
was a success and raised nearly $14,000. 

In Term 4, with the help of the Hon. David 
Templeman MLA we had the pleasure of 
purchasing a time capsule for our school 
where we could reflect on the year 2020 
and preserve in time how school and life 
was during a pandemic. We were joined 
by David Templeman MLA, Mayor Rhys 
Williams, Deputy Mayor Caroline Knight 
and North Ward Councillor Ahmed Zilani.  

We held a Christmas themed free dress 
day, in which the children were asked to 
bring non-perishable items to donate to 
Halo.  

Once again in true Oakwood style our 
school community got involved and 
managed to give the biggest donation 
towards the food bank that Halo has 
received so far this year. This was a truly 
amazing cause.  

Our last P&C meeting was held of the year 
with only a couple of weeks to go. We are 
extremely excited to say that this year we 
have managed to raise approximately 
$32,608.05 for the school community. We 
are extremely excited to say that we have 
made a sine purchases that will make 
positive additions to our school and 
students for 2021. 

 A big fan for the Undercover Area worth 
$15,211.45 

 HDMI Digital AV Adaptors worth 
$1998.00 

 Large Picnic Table for outdoor Art room 
worth $3100.00 

 Petite Stage for early childhood play 
area worth $575.00 

All of this wouldn't be possible without the 
support of Oakwood Primary School 
Leadership Team, Teachers, Office Staff, 
the P&C Committee but most of all our 
amazing parents and carers of our 
Oakwood Community that support our 
fundraisers. We would like to take this 
opportunity to say a big OAKWOOD 
AWESOME thank you to quite a few 
amazing business’s and families for 
supporting our school. 

If you would like to keep up to date with 
what the P&C are up to you can join our 
Facebook page. If you would like to join the 
P&C for 2021 please email us 
at pc.oakwoodprimary@outlook.com   

We would like to wish all of our Oakwood 
Families a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. We hope you all stay safe and 
enjoy this time with your families and 
looking forward to seeing you all in 2021!!  
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