FROM THE
PRINCIPAL
Term 4 has started at a rapid pace with
lots of events happening and we are
already in Week 5! Our Oakwooders have
experienced lots of exciting events in the
last 5 weeks with lots more to come this
term.
School Survey
We are entering the closing weeks of the
2020 school year and it is time for us to
survey our parents and families about
their experiences this year. This is a vital
part of our school self-review processes
and we encourage to complete the short
survey that will help us to reflect and plan
for the future. The survey can be accessed
online using the following link:
https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/
wH8tAfbY
The survey is also available in hard copy
form, which can be collected from the
school office. We will also have some
student leaders handing them out at the
start and end of the day on some days
over the next few weeks. We are also
emailing this letter to ensure all who wish
to have the opportunity to take part. The
survey closes on Friday 27 November
2020, so please complete your responses
before that date. Thank you for your
ongoing support, it is very much
appreciated!
Road Safety
A number of cars have been driving across
the footpath between the two car parks at
the front of school. This is very dangerous
and I would like to encourage all
community members not to do this. It
would be terrible if one of students or
community members was injured by a car
completing this illegal manoeuvre.

Inter School Athletics
Mr Young with the support of Mr
Schoeppner and Mrs Hunt headed off to
Bortolo Park for Inter School Athletics,
with a group of 63 Oakwooders, to
represent Oakwood in Individual and
team sports. We are so proud of our
Oakwood
stars
who
represented
Oakwood
amazingly
with
their
sportsmanship, talent and resilience. I
would like to give a special mention to
our Individual Champion winners Indiana
Thompson and Nate Hines as well as our
runner ups Byron Meier, Max Lowe and
Bryan Wilkes. Well done to our relay
team winners and team sport winners
also, you guys exceeded all expectations.
A special thanks to our parent helpers
who had an early start at 8am, these
events cannot run without you!

Dates to Remember
Monday 16 November—
Friday 20 November
Year 6 Coral Bay Camp
Tuesday 24 November
Volunteers Morning Tea
Wednesday 25 November—
Thursday 26 November
2021 Kindy Parent
Information Session 10am
Thursday 26 November
Colour Explosion Run
Tuesday 1 December
Principal’s Lunch
Halo Free Dress
Wednesday 2 December
Year 4 Camp Parent
Information Meeting 6pm
Monday 7 December—
Wednesday 9 December
Year 4 Point Walter Camp
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FISH! Day

Outdoor Classroom Day

Dino Incursion

On Thursday 5 November our Oakwood
children celebrated ‘Outdoor Classroom
Day’, this was a fun filled day on what was
a lovely warm day to be outside. The
creations from the students and the
experiences they had were amazing, from
flying kites to the process of leaf stamping
onto materials, the activities were
inspiring. Thank you to all the teachers
who put so much effort into the activities
that engaged the students, you all looked
fabulous in your outdoor classroom t-shirts
too!

We were lucky enough to have a Dino
Incursion for our Year 1s on Tuesday 10
November, they had a fabulous time and
learnt so much about dinosaurs, they have
been able to relate it to the work they have
been doing in class. It looked like so much
fun!

Thank you to our staff, students and
community for celebrating FISH! Day on
Wednesday 4 November. The children
had a fun day experiencing lots of
activities related to our FISH! Philosophy
and the opportunity to share lunch with
the community. It was lovely to see so
many
parent/caregivers
for
our
community lunch. We hope you enjoyed
the experience and your child/children
could explain the FISH! Philosophy to
you!
World Teacher Day

Remembrance Day
November 11, at the 11th hour, we paid
reverence to the fallen soldiers from the
wars and battles gone by. We had
student leaders representing Oakwood at
the memorial service in Mandurah, the
students were accompanied by Mrs Nash
and Mrs Bulich. ‘LEST WE FORGET’

Thank you to all our community members
and students for acknowledging our
Awesome Oakwood teachers with a kind
word or a gift and making their day. We
truly do have the best community! I would
like to formally acknowledge our staff who
lead the Oakwood Way with our children
every day, teaching high quality learning
experiences, along with our FISH!
Philosophy and our Positive Behaviour
Strategies (PBS), without these amazing
teachers Oakwood would not be the
Inspiring and community orientated school
that we are so lucky to be part of. A HUGE
shout out to our TEACHERS, you make our
day every day!

Kate Veljacich
Friday 30 October we waved goodbye for a
little while to one of our Oakwood teachers,
Mrs V, as the students call her. We would
like to acknowledge Kate for her Oakwood
awesomeness, she is an amazing teacher
and the students and staff will miss her in
this final term. Kate, we wish you well with
your new family addition and look forward
to meeting your baby in the near future.
Now rest up before the arrival! Kate will be
back in 2021 teaching in Kindy one day a
week. We would also like to acknowledge
Aimee Turner for stepping in to the Year 1
role for the remainder of the year, thank
you Aimee.
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NAIDOC Week
Yesterday we celebrated NAIDOC Week.
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held
across Australia to celebrate the history,
culture and achievements of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people.
NAIDOC is celebrated not only in
Indigenous
communities,
but
by
Australians from all walks of life. ‘Always
Was, Always Will Be’ is the 2020 NAIDOC
theme. Always Was, Always Will Be
recognises that First Nations people have
occupied and cared for this continent for
over 65,000 years.
We started our NAIDOC celebration with
a Morning Muster – a time for us to all
come together with our school
community to have a yarn and build
connections. A selection of breakfast
foods were provided for everyone to
share. Following this, we had a special
NAIDOC assembly. Led by some of our
Aboriginal students, we were also joined
by Noongar elder Brett Hill. Brett read us
a story and performed a smoking
ceremony. We had Room 3 sing Wanjoo –
the welcome song and finished the
assembly with a Noongar community
song. Mrs Starbuck also revealed the
beautiful mosaics of the 6 Noongar
seasons that the students have made.
Back in class, the students were involved
in a variety of different activities for the
remaining of the day that promoted
cultural awareness and celebrate our
Australian history.
A big thank you to Brett Hill for spending
the day with us and sharing your
knowledge. Also thank you to Denika
Meehan and the committee of staff who
planned the day!
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